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Participation Guidelines
✓ Assume positive intent and take accountability for what you do and say.
✓ Be aware of your assumptions, expectations, and judgements.
✓ Choose the best way to engage for yourself, and respect the choice that others 

make to participate.
✓ Commit to curiosity over certainty.
✓ Identify your learning edges and push them.
✓ Embrace discomfort and silence.
✓ Listen actively.
✓ Monitor your time.
✓ Speak for yourself from your own experience and your own perspective.
✓ What is said stays; What is learned leaves.
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Feedback and Insights Board



Melissa Ko, PhD (RAP Consultant)
https://calendly.com/mesako/rap-consult
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Learning Outcomes
• After this session, participants will be able to:

• Apply TILT Higher Ed’s transparency framework (i.e., Purpose, Task, Criteria) 
to revise their design of research assignments

• Analyze and revise an example research assignment using the framework
• Guide students’ interrogation and use of GAI tools during the research 

process
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Transparency in Learning and Teaching Project (TILT)

What is Transparency?
• Transparent teaching and learning methods explicitly focus on 

how and why students are learning course content in particular 
ways.
– Transparent teaching/learning methods benefit students who are 

unfamiliar with college success strategies by explicating 
learning/teaching processes.

– Greater benefits for underrepresented and first-generation 
students

Winkelmes, MA.”Transparency in Teaching: Faculty Share Data and 
Improve Students’ Learning.” Liberal Education 99, 2 (Spring 2013) 

6

Winkelmes, Mary-Ann.  2014.  Using transparent assignments 
to increase students’ success equitably.  TILT Higher Ed.

https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Faculty%20Workshop%20Slides.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Faculty%20Workshop%20Slides.pdf


Transparent Assignment Design Template
Faculty/Instructors agreed (in national study, 7 MSIs) 

to discuss with students in advance:
• Purpose

– Skills practiced    long-term relevance to students’ lives
– Knowledge gained   connection to learning outcomes

• Task
– What students will do
– How to do it (steps to follow, avoid)

• Criteria for success
– Share checklist or rubric in advance so students can self-evaluate
– What excellence looks like (annotated examples where students/faculty 

apply those criteria)
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Winkelmes, Mary-Ann.  2014.  Using transparent assignments to
increase students’ success equitably.  TILT Higher Ed.

https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Faculty%20Workshop%20Slides.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Faculty%20Workshop%20Slides.pdf


Results
• Boosted students’ learning in 3 

important ways (medium-large effect 
for underserved students):
– Academic confidence
– Sense of belonging
– Skills valued by most employers
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Winkelmes, Mary-Ann.  2014. Using transparent assignments to 
increase students’ success equitably.  TILT Higher Ed.

https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Faculty%20Workshop%20Slides.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Faculty%20Workshop%20Slides.pdf


Project Information Literacy (PIL)
• Survey and interview data has been collected from more than 11,000 US college 

students to investigate how they find, evaluate, and use information for their course 
work and for addressing issues that arise in their everyday lives.

• PIL research relevant to this workshop:
– found 76% of students surveyed considered written guidelines about course-related 

assignments, especially which sources to use, as one of the most helpful materials an 
instructor can provide.

• Follow Up Study:  
– Content analysis of 191 handouts voluntarily submitted from instructors at 28 U.S. colleges 

and universities
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PIL Content Analysis Results

What handouts analyzed had in common:
• 83% of the handouts analyzed called for standard written papers

– 85% individual author, not group
– 76% specified page limit 
– 66% specified structure of final project
– 61% specified a citation style
– 44% required students to cite 1-6 research sources

• 6 in 10 handouts recommended students consult the library shelves
• 13% of the handouts suggested consulting a librarian for assistance with research
• 14% of handouts directed students to use the library’s online scholarly research 

databases
• Details about plagiarism, if mentioned at all, were scant and tended to emphasize the 

disciplinary recourse instructors would take against students
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https://projectinfolit.org/pubs/research-handouts-study/pil_research-handouts_2010-07-13.pdf

https://projectinfolit.org/pubs/research-handouts-study/pil_research-handouts_2010-07-13.pdf


Infographic created by: Kirsten Hostetler
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TILT and Library Research Assignments

• TILT Assignment Design Template 
• TILT Checklist for Designing Transparent 

Assignments
• Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy Assignment 

Cues

• Student Template for Deciphering Assignments
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https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Transparent%20Assignment%20Templates.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Checklist%20for%20Designing%20Transparent%20Assignments.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Checklist%20for%20Designing%20Transparent%20Assignments.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Assignment%20Cue.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Assignment%20Cue.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Transparent%20Assignment%20Template%20for%20Students_v2.pdf


Analyze an example using TILT
Course: US History, 1865-present course

8-10 page paper; double spaced, 12 pt font (Times New 
Roman), 1-inch margins, Turabian style for citations.

Write on a topic of your choosing using a minimum of 5 
scholarly sources. Be sure to include a literature review and list 
of works cited. Due on the first day of reading week, worth 
50% of your final grade.
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Revise example assignment
• Purpose

– Skills
– Knowledge

• Task
• Criteria for Success

Use Padlet to Suggest Revisions to Draft Assignment
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https://padlet.com/annezald/assignment-analysis-redesign-i75gfd1k2m2judkq


Ex. Revisions 
Purpose (sample outcomes):

– Use historical secondary sources to make an argument about how scholars have 
interpreted an event in different ways

– Read historical primary sources analytically based on their purpose and context

Tasks (sample assignments):
-   Preliminary annotated bibliography of 3 secondary sources
– Assignment to identify the context of a primary source
– Metacognitive task/reflection on process of finding sources

Criteria:
– Stress evaluation of both the content and context of a source with rubric, checklist, 

and/or reflection, offer opportunities for feedback
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Generative AI & library research
https://libguides.northwestern.edu/ai-tools-research/

• What can (and can't) Generative AI tools do?

• How can we integrate GAI tools into TILT?
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https://libguides.northwestern.edu/ai-tools-research/


Task #1: Compare GAI & Academic sources

Purpose: Use different sources to analyze information 
on a specific topic.

Task: Compare how information found in a GAI source 
with an academic reference book.

Criteria: Demonstrate understanding by providing 
examples of how the sources differ through an analysis 
of their authorship. 
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Claude (Anthropic)

- General information, for a 
general audience

- Generated text, not authored
- Can deliver titles of specific 

books or sources for more 
information

- May contain factual 
inaccuracies, lacks citations
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Encyclopedia of Empire 
(Wiley)

- Online encyclopedia/NU access
- Academic purpose, academic 

audience
- Author is affiliated with California 

State University system
- List of references cited
- Peer reviewed/academic publisher
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Task #2: Search Strategies
Purpose: Search for information on a specific topic using keyword 
search terms.

Task: Use ChatGPT to develop a Boolean search strategy on 
a specific historical topic. Iterate your search at least once. Use in 
NUSearch and describe the first ten results.

Criteria: Describe how you iterated the search. Integrate 
content/context into your description of your search results. 
Reflect on the process.
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ChatGPT (Open AI)
- Mixed suggestions
- Use academic databases but no 

further information
- Offers Boolean search 

suggestion: "Enhance your 
search with Boolean operators 
(AND, OR, NOT) to combine or 
exclude terms. For example: 
"Latina/o gender identities AND 
20th century" or "Chicano OR 
Chicana gender roles."'
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Iterate the search
• "The CLEAR path: A framework for enhancing 

information literacy through prompt 
engineering", Leo Lo, Journal of Academic 
Librarianship 49(4): July 2023.

• Article outlines 5 core principles of prompt 
engineering: Concise, Logical, Explicit, Adaptive, 
and Reflective.
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http://turing.library.northwestern.edu/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2023.102720
http://turing.library.northwestern.edu/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2023.102720
http://turing.library.northwestern.edu/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2023.102720


ChatGPT con't
Iterate the search:
- Asked for synonyms for Latina/o 

(generated 20)
- Asked for synonyms for gender 

identity (generated 16)
- Asked ChatGPT to generate a 

Boolean search based on those 
synonyms...
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NUSearch results
Over 3,000 results, including peer-
reviewed journal articles, academic 
books, and other kinds of materials
- Criteria for success could vary 

based on your course
- Further engagement with library 

results, specific academic 
databases, checking for 
accuracy, etc.
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In the chat...
In your instructional role, how might you 
incorporate use of GAI tool to promote 
critical thinking about sources and scaffold 
research assignments?
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Sources
• Winklemes, M. (2019). Why it works: Understanding the concepts behind Transparency in 

Learning and Teaching. IN Winklemes, M., Boye, A., Tapp, S., editors.  Transparent Design in 
Higher Education Teaching and Leadership: A Guide to Implementing the Transparency 
Framework Institution-Wide to Improve Learning and Retention. Stylus Publishing 
LLC.  [see link in Canvas]

• TILT Higher Ed
– Examples & Resources - Includes assignment template , checklist for designing 

transparent assignments and assignment cues (adapted from Bloom’s Taxonomy)
– Transparency and Problem-centered Learning (7-minute overview – longer videos 

also available)

• Project Information Literacy
– Publications; Videos (w/results of major studies)

• Generative AI Library Research Guide
• Claude.AI, ChatGPT 3.5
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https://tilthighered.com/
https://tilthighered.com/tiltexamplesandresources
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Transparent%20Assignment%20Templates.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Checklist%20for%20Designing%20Transparent%20Assignments.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Checklist%20for%20Designing%20Transparent%20Assignments.pdf
https://tilthighered.com/assets/pdffiles/Assignment%20Cue.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqUQhSKmD9U&feature=youtu.be
https://projectinfolit.org/
https://projectinfolit.org/publications/
https://projectinfolit.org/videos/
https://libguides.northwestern.edu/ai-tools-research/
https://claude.ai/chat/de081ea4-536a-4f56-86c9-77e02837ca6d
https://chat.openai.com/c/879d84a4-9594-402d-9ec6-cab55f68a7d0


For more assistance...

NU Libraries Subject Librarians
– Can assist with adaptation of research 

assignments
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https://www.library.northwestern.edu/research/subject-librarians/
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