
Exercises accompanying Chapter 8 of Zer o Zabar

A. Rewrite these sentences in Urdu script, using the spelling hints. Then use the 
key to correct your answers in a different color.

1. Agar pahāṛ chaṛhnā hai to pěhle bahut paṛhnā paṛegā (paṛe gā), nahīñ to 
ghuṭne phaṭeñge.
If you want to climb a mountain, first you’ll have to read a lot, otherwise your 
knees will explode.

2. Do chhoṭī laṛkiyāñ aur āṭh baṛe laṛke ḍhol aur ḍaflī bajā sakte haiñ, lekin 
haqīqat (!) yě hai ki subah ( !، ! ) ḍeṛh baje ko farq sāf (") nahīñ hai.
Two small girls and eight big boys can play the dhol and daflī (drums), but the 
truth is that at 1:30 a.m., the difference isn’t clear.

https://openbooks.library.northwestern.edu/zerozabar/chapter/fe-qaf-te-dal-re/


3. Faisla (") karo ki kaun sī film dekhnī hai: Qarz ("# ) yā Paṭāḳha. Yeh to baṛe 
falsafe kī bāt thoṛī hai!
Decide which film you want to see: Karz (Qarz) or Pataakha (Paṭāḳha). This is 
hardly a big philosophical issue!

B. Rewrite these sentences in Roman script, using the spelling hints. Then use the 
key to correct your answers in a different color.

&% ۔1 '(ؕ* %& ' ُ(* ,& '-./0ؕ1/2 1#2 345 67#8 9& :َ</=>? 68 @2  A&B#CD#E F&C4GH IJ#K L M&N O&PQ& RSR M&N۔
The big bad wolf tried to cut the envelope with his scissors.



&3ُT U ۔2 ؕ./0ؕV8 W0ؕX& Y&Z/[ \&C]ؕ^_ 3ٓ,& ؕa bcde 'f Lg hؕijk )hؕ3jk( M&N l&mn o&#m4p /q#rI s:t]uE، w& :x/yE ، 3i] hؕz5 '{ ]i|&Nؕ }&~C ]�Ä8 ,& :Å8۔
In that crooked street, at 8:30, Don’s girlfriend was eating qorma, qeema, and 

bread.

&U ۔3 Ç./0ؕ %& 6( É& 6ÑؕÖ O&m \&Üá/àؕ hؕ3âؕ F&Cä %& 6(ؕÖ \&HãHJ:å ç L é& Ät، %& 6( è& 6êّؕÅ8 í&à: ì&îïñ i]U5 #E  ó&òÄZ/[ 9& :ôö l&m U& #E %& 6(ؕ*!
You can climb a tree and read slate.com, but don’t write a letter lest your pen fall!



C. Read the following words and phrases and rewrite them in Urdu script.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 



5. 

6. 

7. 



Key (alternative spellings in gray)

A.

&3l&m õ ۔1 6òÄC]ؕ É& 6Ñؕú&q#C ùÄ2û& :P õ5dòdü† ç ° L¢ õ& '£Äà: %& 6(ؕú&q#C %& 6(ؕ* §&C، õ& #òÄZ/[ û& :P •&H~H¶H IJ#ß ® ç L ,& 6©qؕZ/[ ™2۔
&´ hi ۔2 6ïñ|&Nؕ ¨&mؕ≠&q/Cj 3i] 3ٓ,& ؕa %& '(ؕ* ¨&mؕÆ2 hؕØ&ñn 3i] hؕ9& #∞8 b& '± 'C \&HãHJ:å ç L ≤&ÄZ≥[، ¥&q/ã[k µ&∂:∑/∂:à: U& /E ùÄ2 ∏&E π&∫'ª hؕ%º /(ؕÖ bcde 'f Lg O&P o&#mΩ: 
æ&Cø# õ& #òÄZ/[ ùÄ2۔
&w ۔3 #¿/¡¬E O&mi ∏&E O&Pjk √8 9& #ôö hƒº /î©7#8 ùÄ2: o&:m"# ƒ& /≈ 4& 6qؕC∆#E۔ U& /E û& :P %& '(ؕ* 9&H #ÜH«H»#… ® ç L M&N ƒ& '≈â: ,& :ïñ]ؕ  ùÄ2!

B. 
1. Baṛe bure bheṛiye ne apnī qainchī se lifāfa kāṭne kī koshish kī.
2. Us ṭeṛhī saṛak meñ sāṛhe āṭh baje Ḍon (Ḍān) kī girl frenḍ qorma, qīma, aur 
ḍabal roṭī khā rahī thī.
3. Peṛ par chaṛh kar sleṭ ḍāt kām paṛh sakte ho, par chiṭṭhī mat likho varna kahīñ 
qalam gir na paṛe!

C.

&À ۔1 ُtÃ#ِ8
&% ۔2 :(Iâ6

345 ۔3 >∑:B:Cä
&Œ ۔4 6 ُœq:–ْ ,& 'َ©q#rI3]، z& 6¶I“#E
hؕijk ۔5
&9 ۔6 #”¶ 6S ‘&tQ&∑/’:8 3َi] ]iQ& R7#8 Æ2 ¥÷HJ/K L
#"o&:m ۔7


